Mirage Group Handicap System and General Information
Although we do not use the GHIN handicapping system we do use the USGA guidelines for handicapping including the World Handicapping System of Net Double Bogey instead of ESC.
Introduction to The Mirage Golf Group

     Cost to join The Mirage Group presently is a yearly membership fee of $25 per player.  Green fees vary by course and time of the year (generally we receive a very good rate because of our numbers), we charge an additional $5 admin fee to cover tips for the course workers and to provide green fee comps to some of our volunteers. We provide golfers an opportunity to play social as well as competitive golf.  Our golf calendar starts around November 1st to October 31st.   

To Join the Mirage Group competitions

 Pay the Yearly Membership Fee for the current season; no fee proration is allowed but dues paid starting in August is considered dues paid for the current year as well as for next year;

 and if you wish:

 … Establish a Handicap to join the Pot/Hcap events;
 … Join the Closest to the Pin Competition;

 … Join the Hole-In-One Jackpot.
     Mirage Group maintains various types of competitions and produces various reports on tournament results and standings.
We generate and maintain Player Handicaps and formulate various policies related to handicaps and handicap adjustments.

Our General Rules on Competitive Golf
     It is the responsibility of each player to promote the best interest and true spirit of the game of golf.  The success of ANY group lies in the honesty and integrity of its players, and its ability to keep each other honest.

 Use the designated tee box for the course (normally closest to but not over 6300 yards); players will be so informed;

 There must be 2 players in either the Pot or Pin competition or both, in the same flight of at least a threesome, for players to be eligible in the competition; otherwise pot/pin entries are returned;
 Generally, with ties, USGA Tiebreaker rules apply; 
 Lowest net scores (gross - handicap) = winners; 

 Summer Rule (no bump):  play your ball as it lies;

 Only the Competition Chairs can call for Winter Rules as needed.  Example:  Clean and place ball within a club length only if you are in the fairway;

 If Out of Bounds is in question:  Hit a provisional ball to avoid delay of game;

 Play READY GOLF and PUTT THRU when possible

 There are officially no “GIMME” Putts; PUTT OUT; 

 When in Doubt:  ask fellow competitors for rulings;

 Count All Strokes Very Carefully;
 Play strictly according to USGA Rules;

 We play lateral hazard on all the Courses also know as our “Desert Rule” (for more details on the Desert Rule, please see the Pace of Play file).
 Local Course Rules apply as written on the back of Scorecard.

 Resolve any disputes before submitting the scorecard;

 Please submit   ONLY   1 scorecard for each group;

 WRITE LEGIBLY; SCORECARDS MUST HAVE:

 … The first and last names of each player;

 … The date played;

 … The total strokes per hole, front 9 total, back 9 total, and total for the 18 holes;

 … The signatures of at least 2 players in the group;

 Please do not submit scorecards with over par scoring;

 Players establishing their handicaps may submit their own individual scorecards;

     PLEASE NOTE   there is no such thing as a maximum score for a hole.  We hear many people say to whomever is keeping score, ‘... put the maximum score for me on this hole ...’.   THERE IS NO SUCH THING.   If you do not complete a hole, players in the group must agree on the number of strokes you most likely would have made to complete the hole.    

Establishing Handicaps

     To establish a Handicap, a player must submit scores played only with the Mirage Group.  Handicaps will generally be ESTABLISHED upon submission of 5 scores.  We do not accept GHIN or Handicaps established with other golf clubs. Handicaps may be re-established if requested or necessary. 

 Use the designated tee box for a course;

 The highest score for establishing handicaps is 110;

How we generate a Handicap

 Only scores played in weekly outings (as well as scores played to establish handicaps) are entered in the handicapping system;

 Each score is reviewed and adjusted according to USGA rules on Net double bogey;

 A new handicap index is generated weekly;

 The particular course handicap is calculated after;

 Utilizing the course slope/rating for appropriate Tbox;

PARTICIPATION ADJUSTMENTS for new competitors:

 Handicaps of new players competing in the weekly pot (for the first time only) are adjusted down 4 strokes;

 RATIONALE:  Such adjustments are made to offset inaccuracies when handicaps are initially established;

 When handicaps are already established with 5 scores, it is frozen until the player participates in the pot outings;

 RATIONALE:  to prevent a player from submitting more scores in an effort to get favorable handicaps.

WIN ADJUSTMENTS 

 (-  2)  adjustment next round for 1st prize winners; 

 (-  1)  adjustment next round for other prize winners;

 Adjustments are cumulative and added to previous adjustments but removed immediately if player does not win after; 

 RATIONALE:  Such scores are an indication of possible improvement in playing ability; these adjustments are reflected immediately without waiting for the handicap averaging to take effect;

ABSENCE ADJUSTMENTS

 We no longer make adjustments for players who do not join the weekly outings; but for info purposes, we track their absences from weekly participation;
NOTES

 The highest adjusted pot handicap allowed is 36.4 for men; to provide more competitiveness and participation, handicap max lifted for women;

 We reserve the right to make any other adjustments we deem necessary;

 These Handicaps are NOT official USGA Handicaps.  It is used only within the Mirage Group;

